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This matter was heard on February 8, 1991. The hearing was held

upon appeal to the Commissioner of Education of Mr. and Mrs. J 0 s e p h

L, from an action of the West Warwick School Committee.

The Commissioner has jurisdiction to hear the appeal under the pro-

visions of R.I.G.L.§16-39-2. The matter was heard by the undersigned

Hearing Officer upon appointment by the Commissioner.

Due notice was given to the parties of the time and place of the hear-

ing. The Plaintiff appeared ~ se and the School Committee was represent-

ed by counsel. Witnesses were sworn, testimony taken and evidence present-

ed. The hearing was conducted de no v 0 .

Issue

Mr. and Mrs. L allege that the School Committee has erred in

suspending their son from school for the balance of the 1990-91 school

year, and in not providing tutoring to the level promised. They question

the action, further, in terms of not allowing him to attend school as he is

not 16 years of age.

Facts in the Case

Upon testimony and examination we find the following:

1. A 11 procedures were followed in keeping with law and regulation as re-

gards to the initial suspension, due notice, hearing and notification of

disposition of the case.

2. The School Committee did find Michael L guilty of bearing a fire-

arm or instrument which may be considered potentially d a n g e r 0 us,

and that he had possession of that weapon on school property.

3. Michael was suspended for the balance of the school year and provided

tutoring in accordance with law and regulations.
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Decision

We find, de novo, that Michael L did violate school rules as

charged by the school administration and School Committee. Those rules

were adopted according to law and regulation and noticed and po s t e d

appropriately. There is no d i s put e about the facts of the in c ide n t .

We find that the suspension of Michael L for the balance of the

1990-91 school year is appropriate and affirm that action per §16-2-17.

We note that the School Committee will provide tutoring for Michael

according to regulation and affirm that decision also. We retain juris-

diction on that issue and will discharge same upon certification by th e

Superintendent of Schools of the service provision of eighty-eight (88) hours

of tutoring at its conclusion.

On the issue of school attendance by children until the age of six tee n

(16) we find that the School Committee has provided, through it sac ti 0 n,

educational services which meet the law and regulations in this case.

Rhode Island law and regulation give broad powers to school commit-

tees of the several towns and cities of the State, to exercise car e and

control of schools. In the instant case we find no reason to question that

the School Committee has acted in any way contrary to law and regulation.

To the contrary, the School Committee has acted responsibly to pre s e r ve

the health and safety of pupils in their community and to advance one of

the purposes of the education process; i. e., the teaching of civility and

proper human interaction.
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Accordingly, the appeal is denied.

Approved:

c¿~
Troy Ear art

mmissioner of Education

May 24, 1991

41fý.Ld- /. lJ¡L l-
Donald J. Drigcoll

Hearing Officer


